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Abstract!
Scent work has garnered increased 
interest from government & business 
entities in addition to companion dog 
training enthusiasts. However, despite 
public perception that scent-related 
tasks (e.g., tracking, trailing, detection, 
search & rescue, etc.) are highly 
specialized skills, we demonstrate that 
novice canine/handler teams can 
rapidly learn to perform scent detection 
at a surprisingly high skill level.   !
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Experimental Setup!
A live target was a cotton swab infused 
with hemp oil plunged into a cotton ball 
and placed in a 16.5cm x 8.25cm 
plastic bag. Control targets were 
identical except for the hemp oil. All 
targets were labeled with masking tape 
numbers. For CSDT students, the 
experimental materials were also 
present during classes, making the 
environment the only new variable.!

Participant Instructions!
•  Between 0 and ∞ live targets exist!
•  Students announce numbers as found!
•  Recorder remains at entrance!
•  Clockwise & CCW once per turn!
•  10 minute time limit!
•  No discussion amongst nor 
observation of other participants!
•  All appliances/HVAC are off and no 
targets are hidden within!

18 Targets / 6 Live (7/12/10 – 7/15/10)!

12 Targets / 4 Live (8/9/10 – 8/12/10)!
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Rally w/o Sniffer: 18!
Agility w/o Sniffer: 16!
No Sniffer: 20!
Sniffer: 29!

Rally w/o Sniffer: 20!
Agility w/o Sniffer: 17!
No Sniffer: 24!
Sniffer: 18!

Conclusions!
Students participating in at least one 
Companion Sniffer Dog Training (CSDT) !
course achieve superior performance to 
students of a similar skill level (Agility or 
Rally-O) in detecting !
hidden hemp oil !
targets. This implies !
that properly trained !
companion dogs !
are suitable for many!
scent work tasks.!

Future Work!
Anecdotally, we see 
many reported canine 
behavior issues are 
resolved with CSDT – 
although the  problems 
are only tangentially 
related to scent work.!

Recall ← #live found

#total live

Precision ← #live found

#predicted live


